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© The picture that says it all — Northeye under a pall. 


ountdow 


to chaos 


OLD Northeye hands say: “We 
are over 400 again. We can ex- 
pect trouble.” 


Staff unlocked 447 on Wednesday, 
the day of the riot. 

The population has been increased 
progressively to the present limit of 
450. Pressure from the Home Office to 
prepare plans to accept have been 
fiercely resisted by Governor, staff and 
Board of Visitors. 

This was done on the grounds that 
unrest at Northeye is closely linked to 
numbers. 

The second significant change has 
been in the type of prisoner sent to 
Bexhill. 

A close watch has been kept by the 
BoV which has frequently protested 
that men are being sent who are 
unsuitable for Northeye’s peculiar cir- 
cumstances as a converted RAF camp. 
Unlike a conventional prison there is 
no way of containing under lock and 
key large numbers of men if they 
threaten to get out of control. 


A personal view by John Dowling 


THE CHARACTER of Northeye 
Prison has changed both dramati- 
cally and dangerously since it 
opened, say the people who know 
it best. 


Over the past seven years 
Observer district editor John 
Dowling has made a close study of 
the prison and its problems. 


He writes: “Under the terms of 
the result of the public inquiry in 


1967, which I covered personal- 
ly, Northeye was allowed to accept 
250 Category C prisoners. 


“These were defined as non- 
violent inmates serving short-term 
sentences but who lacked the will- 
power to resist the temptation to 
escape from a totally open prison 
such as Ford. 


“Since that time significant 
changes have occurred. . .” 


Last year the Governor returned 300 
men as being unsuitable for Northeye. 

He has told both the BoV and the 
MP that every prison runs to an extent 
on ‘consensus’ — Northeye particular- 
ly so. 

Board of Visitors’ chairman, local 
magistrate Mrs Hazel Talbot, express- 


ed the views of the whole board when 
she warned the Home Office this year 
that somebody could die at Northeye if 
the Home Office did not act to provide 
the Governor and staff with the means 
of curbing violence. 

Northeye prisoners have told me 
personally of their fears. 


One said he used to wake to find 
needles stuck through his bedclothes 
into his body. 

After the ‘terror gangs’ incidents in 
January when hooded gangs of prison- 
ers armed with broom handles attack- 
ed fellow inmates, one man spoke of 
his real fears that someone would be 
killed. 

The signs of impending danger have 
been increasing in frequency at North- 
eye. 

An inmate died in the summer of 
1982 after taking a ‘cocktail’ of drugs 
lobbed over the fence by a former 
inmate after a raid on a chemist’s shop. 

A Bexhill fire appliance was off the 
road for a week after inmates stoned it 
and its crew, called to douse the results 
of an arson attack in the disturbed 
Christmas of 1983. 

The people at Northeye who know 
the truth, the people who have been at 
the sharp end of an increasingly diffi- 
cult and dangerous situation are now 
saying to officialdom ‘WE TOLD 
YOU SO’. 


Stop 
press 
news 


ON Friday morning 
police announced: “All 
Northeye inmates have 
now been accounted 
for.” 

A massive police 
search began on 
Wednesday night for up 
to 17 men thought to 
have scaled the 17ft 
wire and escaped. 

Later, after a delayed 
roll call, the figure was 
amended to ten. 

Police warnings had 
gone out via the media 
for the public not to 
approach any escapees. 
Some were thought to 
have been armed. 

Prison Officers’ Asso- 


ciation national chair- 
man. Colin Steel on 


: John Jo », John Photographers: Eb ie welcomed 
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| Editor Reporter Reporter Jim Redman Mr Hurd welcomed 


the POA decision to 
suspend its overtime 
ban. 
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staves enter the canteen and threaten 
officers. Support staff go to canteen. 


6.30 pm. Officers withdraw from 
prison as situation begins to escalate. 
8.00 pm. Inmates start to come out. inside 
Second exit opened in fence to allow 
inmates out who are worried about 
passing the ringleaders. Inmates 


NORTHEYE — countd 


6.00 pm. Hooded prisoners armed with transported to drill halls guarded by 
police. This continues until after 2 am. 


10.30 pm. Gas containers for mobile 
heaters explode. 


2.00 pm until dawn. 36 inmates remain 


until after midnight. 


2.30 pm Charles Wardle MP arrives at 
the prison. 
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own to destruction 


7.00 am. Governor Danny Ozanne 
goes in with prison officers carrying 
riot shields. 


8.00 am. 32 inmates give themselves 
up. Four more rounded up in search by 
prison officers. Ten remain 
unaccounted for. 


8.30 am. First fire brigade units go 
inside. 


prison. Fires continue to be lit 


Bexhill-on-Sea 
Observer 


SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1986 


Setting a 
dinosaur 
ablaze 


IT IS said of the dinosaur that the greatest reason 
for its extinction was that if it suffered pain at the tip 
of its tail it was a fortnight before the fact registered 
on its brain and the animal took defensive action. 

How many times does bureaucracy have to be 
beaten round the head with the facts before it 
reacts? 

The Governor of Northeye has repeatedly warned 
of the growing violence in his prison and of the need 
for Home Office aid to curb it. 

The Northeye branch of the Prison Officers’ 
Association has done the same. 

The actions of both have been fully endorsed by 
the prison’s public “watchdog” group, the volunteer 


Board of Visitors. 
“Tnis new: [ 


er tas repeatedly brought to the 
attention of the public the dangers at Northeye. 


Our town MP has made it his business to 
investigate the facts and to put them before the 
Home Office. 

Now the dinosaur has had its tail set alight in a 
night of unprecedented and disgraceful violence that 
will prove costly not only in material waste but in the 
public credibility of the prison department. 


SURPRISE 


It remains to be seen how quickly the dinosaur’s 
brain will register surprise. 

One thing is clear. The Home Office does not 
deserve the kind of dedication it received on 
Wednesday night from its staff. 

In darkness and in danger, under a hail of stones 
at one time and at risk throughout from what could 
have proved a cataclysmic explosion, staff who had 
rushed in as soon as the riot broke worked as a 
disciplined and resourceful team. 

If there is justice under the rule of the dinosaur, 
Chief Officer Ken Cousins deserves its gratitude for 
his courage in facing the howling mob when the riot 
first. erupted. 

The saddest figure in the whole sorry, unnecessary 
affair is the prison Governor. 

In Danny Ozanne this newspaper believes the 
Home Office has a loyal and hard-working servant. 
He has worked not only for the good order and 
governance of his prison but for the welfare of both 
staff and inmates. He has also made genuine efforts 
to form a bridge between the prison and the 
community, through talks, through work by prison- 
ers for local charities and through sporting links. 

All that has been undone in one night and the 
fault lies not with the Governor but with those who 
will not heed warnings. 


LS . 


If you appreciate genuine Italian cooking, Giovanni and Nello invite you to pay a visit to the 


We offer an interesting selection of 3-course table d’hote dinners at the extremely good value 


The police move in... 


ss i and cheerfully drive away j 


. 


intimate and relaxed atmosphere of their family run 17th century restaurant. 


NOW OPEN SUNDAY EVENINGS 


Extensive a la carte menu, complemented by our comprehensive wine list 


price of £9.00 all incl. 


Families welcome 
Self-contained facilities available for conventions, private parties and weddings. 
Open six days a week from Tuesday to Sunday 
BOREHAM STREET, HERSTMONCEUX 


HERSTMONCEUX 832293 
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NORTHEYE — night 


The man 
who used 


to be 
Governor 


DANNY Ozanne greeted leaders of emergency 
services that night with the kind of “gallows 
humour” which typified the disaster. “Hello. I used 
to be Governor here...” 


In dawn’s light the mood had changed. 

The Governor told me: “There is no way the 
prison could continue to operate. We have no 
electricity, no water, no means of pumping sewage, 
no kitchen, no hospitals, no library and no work- 


shops...” 


In 25 years in the prison service Mr Ozanne says 
he has experienced only one more violent riot. That 
was the Liverpool prison riot in the Seventies when 
the roof was burned off an entire wing. 

As a Salvationist he has worked with the prison’s 
chaplains to make Northeye’s chaplaincy centre a 
place where men could seek solace and help. He 
said: “At least they didn’t burn that... ” 


A tinderbox 
that blew up 


AN EXPLOSIVE fireball which 


mushroomed 70ft at the height of 
the Northeye riot, could symbol- 
ise the destruction not only of the 
prison but of a 20-year-old “tem- 
porary” expedient. 


Governor Danny Ozanne, the Pris- 
on Officers’ Association and the 
voluntary Board of Visitors had been 
warning the Home Office for years of 
such a situation. : 


The question now before the Home 
Office is — can the concept of accom- 
modating supposedly “non-violent” 
Category C prisoners in semi-open 
conditions in converted military bases 
— put forward in the 1966 Mountbat- 
ten Report on prison overcrowding — 
survive the eruption which wrecked 
Northeye? 

There were 447 prisoners in North- 
eye on Wednesday night. Because of 
the POA overtime ban only five men 


e A surrendering pris- 
oner who has escaped 
the hell that was burn- 
ing Northeye via the 
hole cut in the wire by 
police and prison offic- 
ers is led away to cap- 
tivity elsewhere. 


Left without an office, 
Governor Danny Ozan- 
ne second left, used 
the home of one of his 
officers as overnight 
headquarters. 


e The Governor holds 
an impromptu Press 
conference in the car 


park. 


were avaliable to keep them in their 
billets, former RAF huts. 
But that is only two fewer than 
normal. Taee ad 
Mr Ozanne said: “I went home for 
tea at 5.30. There was no sign of 
trouble. I was called back only a few 
minutes later. j 
“The Chief Officer, Ken Cousins, 
had — quite rightly in my view — 
ordered the evacuation of staff. 
“Gangs of prisoners had broken 
into the kitchen and stolen knives and 
meat cleavers. Others had taken scal- 
pels from the hospital.” 
He said: “I have three priorities in 
such situations: 
© The protection of the public 
© The protection of staff 
© The protection of inmates.” 
Firemen and police stood by help- 
lessly as gangs of prisoners started 
fires all over the camp. 


As they smashed up the hospital, . 


of fear 


workshops and many other centres, 
the first dazed prisoners began to 
crowd the gate and plead to be let out. 

As darkness fell the crowd at the 
gate grew. Many had slipped away 
from the rioters afraid for their own 
lives. : 

Most carried their few possessions 
in pillow cases, cardboard boxes or 
carrier bags. 

Wild shouting mixed with the crash 
of falling roofs and the crack of 
asbestos sheeting as the fires grew. 

As the number of prisoners giving 
themselves up grew police cells over a 
wide area were pressed into service. 

When these were filled, the Down 
Drill Hall and the Territorial Army 
drill halls at Bulverhythe and East- 
bourne were used. 

Part of the perimeter fence was 
opened to let about 100 prisoners out 
from the top of the prison. 


Turn to page 8 
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CortaGcr Cakes 
& SuGARCRAFT 
SupPLiES 


WEDDING, BIRTHDAY, NOVELTY AND 
ALL OCCASION CAKES 
DESIGNED AND MADE BY HEATHER NOBLE 


SPECIALIST CAKE DECORATING EQUIPMENT & BOOKS 


CAKE TINS/BOARDS « FLOWER CUTTERS x HAND TOOLS x 

TURNTABLES « ICING TUBES « RIBBONS x FONDANT ICING « 

MARZIPAN * PASTE COLOURS . . . AND MUCH, MUCH MORE 
SO COME ALONG TO SEE US AT: 


UNIT 5, THE 28 WESTERN RD 
PHONE: BEXHILL 225854 
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Newly opened 


OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
including. Bank Holidays 

12 noon to 2.30 pm and 

5.30 pm to Midnight 


“dRose of Bengal 
} Tandoori Restaurant (Fully Licensed) 


We specialise in Indian, Tandoori and curry dishes 
x Parties always welcome « 
Traditional sitar background music 
*x Take-away service includes free container and carrier bag * 
Please come and visit us now! 
* Judge for yourself the quality of our dishes * 


66 London Road, Bexhill. Tel: Bexhill 224225/225066 
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> NEWER 
7 RQUA-CENTRE *~~. 
Fibreglass pools e Pond liners 


e Pumps e Aquatic plants e 
Goldfish e Japanese Koi e Orfe 


etc, all at 


GLYNDLEY GARDEN CENTRE 


_ ON B2104 
| LANGNEY—HAILSHAM bare 
pees TEL: | 
‘EASTBOURNE 763240 


AD 


ok 
a, 


ALSO HUGE SELECTION OF 
CASUAL SHIRTS AND TOPS 


Call into IMAJES at 
55 Western Road, Bexhill. tel: 21744 


© Opposite Curzon Cinema © 
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NORTHEYE — the morning after 


© Before being burned the prison hospital was systematically looted for drugs. The 
prisoners suffered overdoses. 


Dawn rises 
ona 
battlefield 


NORTHEYE was still burning andthe « — Of the big textile workshop only the h 
last riot ringleaders were being round- outer walls and a mass of debris remained. by onn 
ed up when I went round the jail with 


s z Only hours before, the workshop — oxygen and ace! 
the Governor — the first Pressman in- packed with highly-inflammable man- ig to the da 
to the ruins. made fibres including polypropylene — lit normally been tt 

Dawn rose upon a battlefield. the night sky with flashes of orange flame Northeye’s indust 


Prison officers with riot shields were topped by dense black smoke. First of 
running from billet to billet in search of sabes oa rida 
prisoners still in hiding. rigid 9 bah 
The prison hospital and dental surgery eee — 

was a blackened shell. Thousands of pills and destroyed. 

and capsules looted from the hospital Prisoners had ra 
crunched underfoot. Abandoned hypo- The engineering workshop provided the themselves with ki 
dermic syringes lay everywhere. greatest threat. In it were highly-explosive before setting the 


The electrical and mechanical assembly 
workshop was a wreck. It was soon to have 
been converted to provide Northeye’s first 
vocational training schemes. 


& 


© The electrical and mechanical engineering assembly workshop was 
Northeye’s newest. The Governor who had campaigned for years for 
vocational training courses for prisoners had just obtained permis- 
sion for its conversion as a VTC hall. 


Bee ee © The chimney of the prison boilerhouse stands A ee * sm 
out against the ruins of other buildings. © The wreck of a workshop. 


® This was o 


nce a library. 


= 
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© The after- 
math — this 
was once a; 
textile work- 
shop where 
over 100 men 
worked pro- 
ducing prison 
shirts and 
holdalls and 
sewed mail- 
bags and pa- / 
rachutes for 
weather bal- ; 
loons. 


© Once this 
model of a‘. 
schooner 
graced the 
prison library. 
Before the lib- 
rary was gut- 
ted, rioters 


| lobbed it into ., 
the heanohac 
| of a tree. 


ursday morning — a pall of smoke hangs over the prison. 


ylene canisters. They 


There were no bodies in the administra- 
tion block which includes the Governor’s 
office; only wanton damage. 

Almost every door had been forced. In 


The big water tank on top of the building 
was sending water down through the camp 
in a stream, its wooden housing burnt to 
ashes. 


astation of what has 
> most productive of 
es. 

ttack was the orderly 
s the “Ranch House” 
estern-style verandah. 
les had been scattered 


ded the kitchen to arm 
ives and meat cleavers 
building ablaze. 


j 


© Prison literature littered ‘the scene. 


The clothing store had been gutted — 
for the third time in Northeye history. 

Hardly a book remained among the 
blackened debris in the library. The model 
schooner that had been a feature of the 
building hung by its rigging from the top of 
a tree. 

Before search parties made their sweep 
each officer was warned by the Governor: 
“Tf you find a body leave it alone and call in 
the police.” 


eros 


the case of the G@Vernor’s office so much 
force had been used that part of the wall 
had broken away with the door jamb. A 
steel filing cabinet lay on its side, its 
contents scattered. 

The door hiding the wall safe had been 
wrenched open but the safe had withstood 
attempts to break in. 

Files littered the floor. But the rioters 
missed the central bank of filing cabinets 
containing their criminal records. 


gineering workshop 


® Firemen check in the ruins of the en 
as the search goes on for possible 
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For Reservations, ring Paul or Ann Hill, Proprietors, 


THE STAR INN 


Every Sunday lunchtime 
JAZZ TO SING-ALONG 


TED CROUCH 


EVERY THURSDAY: 


Tel: 


yaernheath 


(Restaurant 


On A271 main road, 2 miles from Boship Roundabout, 20 
minutes from Bexhill, Eastbourne, Lewes and Uckfield 


Set in delightful surroundings with views over the Downs. 
The chef/proprietor and his wife offer you extensive set 


menus and specialities. 


Now that Spring is nearly here, why not take a drive 
into the Country and Sample our com fed Guinea 
Fowl with Bacon and Mushroom Sauce, or Whole 
Giant Prawns served with.Garlic Mayonnaise? 
Extensive set Menus and Platters always available. 


Telephone: Hailsham 840143 


8DS (U.Lond,) 


XHILL (0424) 210346 


National Health Service 
and Private Consultations 
Weekday, Evening and Weekend 
Appointments Available 


For Routine Appointments and 
Emergency Care 
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May 8th, THE RIVERBOYS Linchnce 
The Star Inn, 9 
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(0323) 762648 
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MOTORS 


(A) SIERRA 1.6 L, in pale blue with contrasting 
trim, one owner, superb condition .. 
(A) VAUXHALL ~~ CAVALIER i 
HATCHBACK, in blue, cont trim, only one 
Owner, SUPErb CONMITION ........ cc ceeccestecseseseeseeeeseceee £3795 
(Y) ROVER 2.0 5-Speed Manual Box, pas, 
metallic blue, contrasting trim, 1 owner ................. £3 
(Y) MAESTRO 1.3 L, in gold with contrasting 
trim, 15,000 miles, full service history, only............ £3475 
(Y) CORTINA 1.6 L, in white/blue trim, local 

car, 37,000 miles s+» £2795 
(W) FORD CAPRI 1.6 GL, 
green/tan trim, immaculate .........0...ccccccccsseseeeseseeee 

(X) FIESTA POPULAR, in beige, brown trim........ £2475 
(W) FIESTA 1.3 GL, in white, brown trim, only 

SE OOO IGS b5. 725 Macys sees Bate scans cttleavaeshh Socatacuss £2395 
(W) ESCORT 1.1 4-door HATCHBACK, in 

very attractive dark blue with matching trim, only .. £2375 
(Y) AMBASSADOR 1.7 HL, in silver, PAS, 
service history, exceptional condition . £2195 
(Y) AUSTIN AMBASSADOR 1.7 L, in i 
one private owner, PAS, service history................ 
(V) HONDA ACCORD 1.6 
HATCHBACK, red, black trim, 
QORIDOX, JOVEN GAN scervccascscint ive ssscoditeeristanc sis £2175 
(X) TALBOT ALPINE 1.5 LS 5-door 
HATCHBACK, in blue, matching trim, one local 
Owner, immaculate, ONy,........ccceccscecsssessecseesesseaee £ 
(V) TOYOTA COROLLA ESTATE 1.3 DX, in 
beige, match trim, low mileage, must be seen....... £1975 
(X) OPEL ASCONA 1.6 S, in_ bronze, 
contrasting trim, only two owners .... we 
(Y) POLONEZ 1.5 X 5-door HAT § 
white/black vinyl roof, excellent family car............. £1875 
(Y) LADA RIVA 1300, in beige with brown trim, 

only 17,000 miles, very pretty car, bargain at........ £1875 
(X) PRINCESS 2.0 HL,. in maroon, only two 
owners, immaculate, 39,000 miles ............cc.eseeee £1795 
(V) RENAULT 5 TL, in silver green, 1100cc, 

local car, 2 lady owners, full service history, 

OMY 2A OBO Miles as isnt sjaheisuevesocécuntescassecahssensteyeny £1675 
(T) MINI 850, in beige, only 48,000 miles, tw 
Owners, must be seen 


975 


TOO; DAF SIT Ale. ig Hhicidiasssciduaee tans oie £1475 
(T) TALBOT ALPINE 1.5 GL, in white, black 
vinyl Sunroof tan thm: 2 acne ok aati £1475 
(T) ESCORT 1.3 L ESTATE, in beige/brown 
trimiPUstorGoledia:. q:itas lance aA awe £1375 
(T) FIAT 127 1050cc HATCHBACK, in silver....... £1295 
(S) ALLEGRO 1500 SPECIAL, in red with 
black vinyl roof, tan velour trim, 56,000 miles, 
OBIVWO OWES costesg ssi sderaascisetcsunen ea cesses £1295 
(T) RENAULT 20 TL AUTO, in black/grey trim, 
pas, etc 
(S) MINI 1000, 
only 48,000 mile: 


(V) CITROEN GS CLUB, in yellow 
(R) DATSUN 120 COUPE, in yellow... 
(T) HILLMAN HUNTER, met green, tan trim 


THE GREEN/GILLSMANS HILL 


ST LEONARDS 
HASTINGS 444975 
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NORTHEYE — looking to the future 


WHILE the long-term 
future of Northeye Pris- 
on hangs in the balance, 
a skeleton staff will re- 
main on duty to deal 
with administration. 


As the prisoners were 
bussed off to other prisons 
on Thursday afternoon, 
work was going on to clear 
away some of the debris. 

In a press conference, 
deputy governor William 
Mackay said it would be a 
Home Office decision 
whether the prison would 
re-open or not. 

But he said it would not 
be correct to assume that 
the prision would not open 
again. 

“The prison system has 
been squeezing a quart into 
a pint pot for years, and 
will carry on doing so,” said 
Mr Mackay. 

After firemen had pulled 
down some of the unsafe 
buildings, a heavy high 
loader and an excavator 


Rebuilding — 
and building 
trust 


were let into the prison to 
begin the task of clearing 
up. 
And with seven prisoners 
still’ unaccounted for, Mr 
Mackay was not ruling out 
the possibility that a body 
could still be found in the 
wreckage. 

Home Office prison in- 
spectors were due to visit 


the remains of Northeye 
Prison later in the week, 
and the decision whether 
the prison will re-open will 
depend on how much of the 
prison’s infrastructure re- 
mains, or can be salvaged. 
None of the billets had 
been damaged nor the gym, 
but 13 other buildings, in- 
cluding workshops, the 


e Above, Detective Chief Superintendent Jack Reece, head of Sussex 
CID heads a squad of detectives into the prison on Thursday morning 
to begin the task of tracking down ringleaders among the rioters. 


hospital and kitchens were 
gutted. 

While the prison remains 
without inmates, the ques- 
tion of what to do with the 
staff remained. 

Although Mr Mackay 
said he had no idea what 
would happen to them, 
prison officers’ wives said 
their husbands would be 


sent away on detached duty 
— perhaps as far away as 
Parkhurst or one of the 
large London prisons. 


As well as the physical 
re-building of the prison, 
Mr Mackay also spoke of 
the re-building of trust be- 
tween inmates and officers. 


When asked if he 
thought it was right that 
Northeye be classified as a 
Catetory ‘C’ prison, he 
said: “I never condemn the 
system I work for.” 


Asked if he had ever felt 
betrayed by a prisoner, Mr 
Mackay said: “If I felt bet- 
rayed by every prisoner 
who has ever let me down I 
would be going to an early 
grave.” 


He said the police may 
be investigating the cause 
of the original fire, which 
could lead to charges of 
arson. But he added that he 
did not expect any of the 
prisoners to come forward 
and volunteer information. 


‘Mirrors 
our 
violent 
society’ 


DEPUTY governor William 
Mackay escorted the 
Press around the ruins of 
Northeye Prison on 
Thursday morning. 

He said: “I feel very dis- 
appointed but at the same 
time in this job you have 
to put aside any emo- 
tions. 

“In my opinion it was pure 
vandalism. There was no 
reason for it because the 
inmates enjoyed a reason- 
able standard of living 
here. 

“One of the tragedies is that 
society outside is so vio- 
lent anyway that the in- 
mates carry on the same 
in prison as outside.” 

As we passed the damaged 
probation service, Mr 
Mackay said the senior 
probation officer could 
not understand why her 
office had been attacked. 

“They are there to help the 
inmates out,” he added. 

He said it was the worst 
prison riot in this country 
since rioting at Worm- 
wood Scrubs, Gartree 


THE father of a North- 
eye inmate travelled 
down from London on 
Thursday morning to 
find out whether his son 
was Safe. 


Leslie James Steel, 
22, is serving a 21-month 
sentence for a drink/ 
driving offence. His 
father, Ronald, from 
Islington, London, 
heard of the riot on tele- 
vision on Wednesday 
evening. He immediate- 
ly rang Northeye and 
was told officers had no 
idea at that stage who 
was in the prison and 
who had come out. 


department. 


Tuesday. 


The ban came into effect at 
noon on the day of the riot and 
the POA said it would last until 


During Wednesday the un- 
ion’s national vice-chairman Mr 
Alan Taylor warned of tougher 
moves to-come unless the Home 
Office agrees to union demands. 


Dad’s fear 
for son 


When he failed to get 
any more information 
by telephone on Thurs- 
day morning he drove 
down to Bexhill, and 
was told that no inmates 


man 
talks 


Union 


tough 


The union’s 18,000 members 
voted to support industrial ac- 
tion if necessary. One of their 


had been injured. His 
son’s whereabouts, 
however, were not 
known. 

Mr Steel said: “My 
son wouldn’t have been 


Background to prison dispute 


THE NORTHEYE riot came as 
the Prison Officers’ Association 
nationally imposed a ban on 
overtime as part of its dispute 
with the Home Office prison 


action. 


grievances is Government 
‘moves to cut overtime. 

The POA says understaffed 
prisons such as Northeye could 
not continue without overtime. 

Only hours before the North- 
eye riot, Home Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd had assured the Com- | 
mons that the Government 
would take all possible steps to 
sustain the rights of Governors 
to manage their prisons and to 
protect prisoners and the public 
from the consequences of POA 


involved in the riots. He 
was only in for a drink/ 
driving offence. 

“He shouldn’t have 
been put in with these 
violent prisoners.” 
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WIVES of prison officers have praised 
their husbands’ actions and both firemen 
and policemen. 


But they are bitter with national press reports 
saying the riot started because the officers 
wanted more money — which they say is totally 
untrue. 

Most of the officers worked continuously for’ 
well over 30 hours, they say, without even 
breaks for food. Both inmates and police re- 
ceived meal breaks. The police also regularly 
changed duties. 

The wives, who eannot be named because 
their husbands have signed the Official Secrets 
Act, spoke to the Observer to defend their 
husbands. 

One said: “Someone has got to stand up for 


NORTHEYE — wives speak out 


Bleak future for 
officers’ families 


them.” Many of them had not on Thursday seen 
their husbands or had only a brief visit since 
before the riot. 

Families maintained a constant stream of tea 
night and day, and sent in snacks when possible. 
Many of the officers worked late into Thursday 
night escorting inmates to other prisons. 


The future for these families looks bleak. ° 


Deputy governor William Mackay said a 
skeleton staff would be maintained at Northeye. 
He was unable to say when the prison is likely to 
be operational again, or what would happen to 
the rest of the officers. 

Many of the wives fear they will be posted to 
other prisons. They are also worried about their 
homes. 

One woman said her husband has been a 
prison officer for 17 years. He was recently 


injured in the face, and received a flat rate of 
pay to keep his family on of £95 a week. But she 
stressed the POA’s action was not over money, 
but about overtime and manning levels. She said 
many of the officers worked a 15-hour day, and 
that they have only done what the Government 
wants to do by cutting their overtime. 


All said their husbands did not believe in 
striking. 

Some felt bitter over the facilities available to 
inmates, while their husbands worked long, 
unsocial hours. One woman said she had to buy 
her children’s school books, whilst inmates were 
given books at the educational centre. 


Another said that medical officers were called 


out at all times of the day and night to treat 
inmates without the need for an appointment. 


TOP QUALITY CAR SALES 


RI 2800 Injection, caspian blu er, sports 
Recaro seats, Sonic alloys, sunroof, stereo, fast car. 
1979 (T) RS 2000 CUSTOM, Daytona yellow, black 
Seats, 54,000 miles, huge Alley Cat alloys, very rare car ++ £3295 
1982 (X) ROVER 2300, 5-speed, power steering, 4-spk stereo, 
elec mirrors, sunroof, 1 owner, 37,000 miles, full history....... £2995 
1982 (X) VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1300 CL, 5-door, red with gold 
beatal trim, 1 owner, 39,000 miles, rea 
after car 


belts, rww, very sought 
£2995 


trim, rww, 56,000 miles, beautiful Car, very useful. £299: 
1981 (W) FORD CAPRI 2.0 S, full S pack, RS alloys, only 45,000 
r £299! 


nsensasevnessensgouevorsvencovesconsacaraseveysessenens segerene £1795 
1.3 LS Hatch, 2 owners, only 35,000, 
sandglow with velour trim, unbeatable condition & value.. £1795 
1979 (T) VAUXHALL CHEVETTE SPECIAL MIDNIGHT, hatch, 2 
owners, 54,000 miles, factory black, red velour trim, sport 

95 


£1599 
hatch, unmarked example, only 


gutted by fire. 


PEOPLE in the immediate 
vicinity of the riot on 
Wednesday night were 
counting their blessings on 
Thursday morning. 

The morning’s search of 
the charred and devastated 
ruins by the fire brigade 
revealed a number of oxy- 
acetylene bottles which 
failed to ignite. 

According to deputy gov- 
ernor William Mackay, a 
fire brigade spokesman said 
if the bottles in the heavy 
engineering workshop had 
gone up they would have 
sent sheets of flame three 
hundred yards. 

It would have blitzed not 
only prison officers’ mar- 
ried quarters, but those out- 
side the perimeter fence, 
including police, onlookers 
and reporters and photo- 
graphers. 

Prisoners inside the fence 
would have stood no 
chance. 

The blast from the explo- 
sion would have eclipsed 
those that had already rent 
the night sky and sent sheets 
of flame as high as 70 feet 
into the air. 


© The prison chapel, seen in the foreground in this shot taken early in 
the riot, survived major damage despite buildings near it being 


one of the best condition 127s we 
sensessseseecneresanessscesesesers 1495 
brown 
£15: 


More cars arriving daily — CALL FOR DETAILS 
Cars bought for cash (HP settled) 


8a TERMINUS ROAD, BEXHILL-ON-SEA 


(next to Horley & Daly) 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK OPEN SUNDAYS 10-4 
Full Dealer facilities and fully equipped workshop 


Le eee BEXHILL 214233. mame 
Polyfacto Limited 


THE CAR TRIMMING EXPERTS 
@ SUNROOFS 
@ VINYL ROOFS 
@ HOODS 


@ TONNEAU COVERS 
@ CAR SEAT REPAIRS 
@ FORK TRUCK COVERS 
se | 9 Station Road, Industrial Estate 
Hailsham 841399 
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© Prisoners gather near the fence 


HASTINGS & ROTHER 


Established 1880 


Webber & Co. 


Formerly Gordon, Green & Webber 
‘WILTON ROAD MARINA BEXHILL 


: ee 


PROTECTION 


Pavilion 
offer 


PERMISSION was sought and given for the De La 
Warr Pavilion to be used as a temporary holding station 
for prisoners on Wednesday night — but in the event it 
was not needed. 


Chairman of Rother Council’s tourism committee, 
Councillor Ivor Brampton said he had “no hesitation” 
in giving consent. 


Purpose built self contained seafront 

flat. Own entrance. Spacious hall. 

Large lounge/dining room, 2 bed- 

rooms, kitchen, bathroom/wc, stor- 

age heaters. Small garden. Fitted 

carpets for sale, private treaty. Sole 
Agents. 


£35,000 leasehold 


Luxury purpose built first floor flat with 
full gas fired central heating. Lift, large 
lounge/diner, full fitted kitchen. 2 
double bedrooms, bathroom/we, gar- 
age. Fitted carpets throughout. 


£54,000 leasehold 


ly converted self contained first 

floor flat, with full gas fired central 

heating. Lounge/diner, fitted kitchen, 

2 bedrooms, bathroom/we. Fitted car- 
pets throughout. Sole Agents. 


£27,000 leasehold 


He said: “I felt it was the local authority’s duty to do 
all they could to help relieve the pressure on the police 
and prison service, who did a marvellous job to contain 
the situation.” 


Cllr Brampton, a member of the Board of Visitors at 
Northeye, said the approach was made to tourism 
director David Blake at about 11.00 pm, and Mr Blake 
contacted Cllr Brampton. 


“If I thought for one moment that there was any 
danger of the pavilion being damaged, I wouldn’t have 
given permission. 


Luxurious individually designed 
modern family house. In quiet cul-de- 
sac, Cooden, with full gas fired ch. 
Lounge, dining room, kichen/break- 
fast room, cloakroom, 4 bedrooms, 
bathroom, sep,w c, 2 integral 
garages. Pleasant gardens. 


£74,500 freehold 


“But I was given assurances that it would have been 
the more moderate prisoners who would have been 
housed in there, the ones that gave themselves up early 


” 


on. 


Newly refurbished under new roof 
detached bungalow, with full gas fired 
central heating. Hall/diner, lounge, 
fitted kitchen/breakfast room, 4 bed- 
rooms, bathroom/we, large loft with 
dormer. Attached garage, good size 
gardens. Carpets as fitted. 


£65,750 freehold 


Superior detached family house, Re- 

ception hall, lounge, dining room 

breakfast room, fitted kitchen, 4 bed- 

rooms, bathroom, sep wc, attached 

garage, good size rear garden. car- 
pets as fitted. 


£69,750 freehold 


Around 200 prisoners could have been held in the 
main hall of the pavilion, and Cllr Brampton feels they 
would have been quite secure. 


“I think the type of prisoner that would have been 
put in there would be the type who would be content to 
sit and wait out events,” he said. - 


In the event the prisoners were catered for in drill 
halls in Bexhill and Hastings, and in police cells. 
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HERO of the hour was 
Northeye’s chief officer, 
Ken Cousins. Governor 
Danny Ozanne said at 
the height of the blaze: 
“He should get a medal 
for what he did tonight.” 

Mr Cousins, pictured, 
was in charge when first 
signs of the riot began. 

Prisoners armed them- 
selves with knives and meat 
cleavers, scalpels from the 
hospital and broom hand- 
les. 

They besieged Mr 
Cousins and his handful of 
officers. 

' Faced with the problem 
of controlling a howling, 
chanting mob of stone- 
throwing prisoners from 
out of the prison’s popula- 
tion of 447, Mr Cousins 
followed policy and 
ordered a tactical with- 


drawal to. the gate. . + 
Mr Uzanne was Called 


from his home and Mr 
Cousins accompanied him 
back into the riot-torn jail. 

Mr Ozanne said: “We 
tried to get to the ‘hot line’ 
to the Home Office in my 
room. 

“The line was dead. The 
office came under a hail of 
stones and we had to with- 
draw. 

“Ken was marvellous, I 
am putting him forward for 
a commendation at the 
least.” 


— the EME workshop. 


From page 3. 


Dawn, and in thick 
fog a mobile food unit 
arrived from London to 
feed the prisoners in the 
drill halls. 


At about 7am the 
Governor and prison 
officers armed with riot 
shields entered the pris- 
on, but met no resistance 
from the remaining pris- 
oners. Thirty-two prison- 
ers gave themselves up by 
8am and four were 
rounded up. 


The clothing store and 
an administration block 
attached to the visiting 
section were still burning. 
Other administration 
blocks were wrecked, 
prisoners’ files destroyed, 
and an attempt had been 
made to force the safe. 
Capsules and syringes lit- 
tered the ground, and wa- 
ter was gushing from a 
damaged tank. 

Mr Ozanne said there 
was no way the prison 
could be used in its pre- 
sent state with no power, 
no water, no kitchens and 
no sewerage system. 

He said as soon as it 

was possible the men 
would be brought back, 
searched and issued with 
a “bag of necessary 
things”. 
_ Then 200 were to be 
sent to Stanford Hill pris- 
-on, 200 to junior offen- 
ders establishments, and 
12 each to Parkhurst, 
Wormwood Scrubs, and 
Wandsworth prisons. But 
any men wanted by CID 
detectives would remain 
for further questioning. 

One theory is that the 
attack was premeditated 
as the communications 
system with both the tele- 
phone and officers’ con- 
trol point for two way- 


radio Knocked out early 
on. Some officers spoke 
of an atmosphere building 
up during the afternoon. 
The trouble started in the 


canteen, usually closed at 
6 pm, but an officer was 
in stock-taking. Prisoners 
armed with staves and 
hooded threatened him. 


Deputy governor, Wil- 
liam Mackay said about 
10 per cent of the inmates 
were thought to be the 
hard-core trouble- 
makers. 


Prison families now 
fear their way of life will 
be altered forever. 


One officer said: “I am 
five years short of retire- 
ment. I have just taken on 
a mortgage. 


“At the very best this 
place will need rebuilding 
completely. That means 
being sent away probably 
on secondment. 


“What happens if they 
decide to close the place? 
Where does that leave 
me? 

“This system never was 
workable.” 

The most unpopular 
man at present is Home 
Secretary Douglas Hurd, 
blamed by officers for not 
heeding warnings from 
Northeye and blamed for 
what is seen by the union 


as his intransigence” by 


provoking the overtime 
ban and so giving the pris- 
oners the opportunity to 
riot. 


NOW GROWING INTO HASTINGS 


The Wardrohe 


FOR ALL YOUR CHILD’S NEEDS FROM SOCKS AND PANTS T0 THAT 


SPECIAL SUIT OR DRESS 


Jogging Suits start at £4.99 
Shorts starting from only £2.49 
T-Shirts from only £1.45 


@ Dresses from as little as £5.35 
(While stocks last) 


LOOK NO FURTHER — COME TO THE WARDROBE | 
: e TODAY e 


e 11 CASTLE STREET (opposite Argos), HASTINGS TOWN CENTRE 


PHONE: 437436 


ALSO AT: 27 Devonshire Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 216344 


Me. Mark Hankins 
Fi 


eld Sales Manager, 
Observer Group, 


Now that the dust has 
must write to express 
all the effort that 

advertising feature. 
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